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LAGOON
This is a non-tidal, 

floodplain wetland that 
fills when major floods 

cover the entire floodplain 
of the Fitzroy River. At other 

times the Lagoon is fed by flows 
from Gracemere Creek and 
Scrubby Creek. Water levels 
in the Lagoon rise and fall 

depending on seasonal 
conditions.

For further information,  
please contact Fitzroy River  
and Coastal Catchments Inc. 
(www.frcc.org.au)

IMPORTANCE
Wetlands provide a 

link between dry land 
and freshwater whilst 

supporting plant and animal 
life. They catch water that runs 

off nearby country and filter out 
excess nutrients, sediments, 
chemicals and trap rubbish 

before it reaches the sea.
Wildlife

The wetland is 
home to a variety 

of birds, turtles, frogs, 
snakes, fish, kangaroos and 
insects. Healthy vegetation 

and good quality water 
are required to provide 

food, shelter and 
breeding sites.

FUTURE
Too much pressure 
on the wetland will 

lessen its ability to function. 
We can all help look after 

Gracemere Lagoon by taking care 
when dealing with and disposing 
of rubbish, detergents, fertilizers, 

pesticides and contaminated 
materials. Adopting best 
management practices in 
agriculture, industry and 

urban living also maintains 
the health of our 

environment.

Floodplain
Gracemere Lagoon 

is located in the Fitzroy 
catchment and forms part 
of the nationally important 

Fitzroy River Floodplain. 
The site is at the bottom 

end of the largest 
river system in 
Queensland.

Landuse
Urban and 
agricultural 

development has modified 
the floodplain.  At this site 
there have been changes 
to native vegetation and 

introduced species such as 
para grass, lantana and 

rubbervine are now 
present. 

The 
Lagoon acts 

as a stormwater 
management system 

for parts of Gracemere 
township. Phosphorus, 

nitrogen and soil particles 
in runoff water are 

filtered and settle out 
in the wetland. 

Vegetation
Only a few original 

understorey plant species 
remain in the Reserve. 

Para grass (Brachiaria mutica) 
has replaced native grasses and 
sedges and also increased the 

risk of hot wild fires. Replanting 
native plant species will 
help restore the site and 

provide habitat for 
wildlife.


