President’s Report

(Michelle McRae)

The start of the 2019-20 financial year saw
Capricornia Catchments consolidate our rebuilding,
restoring, resilience building process. The biggest
administrative change was our office move to 100
George Street. The office is in a high profile position,
centrally located with a terrific shed for storage out
the back. This move provided the perfect
opportunity to review our overhead costs and seek
more cost-effective measures wherever possible.

Once again, our management committee and staff
have reviewed and reduced expenses where
possible.

We have strengthened our relationships in the Three
Rivers area, working with governments, businesses
and landholders developing projects, and delivering
on contracts.

Capricornia Catchments is without peer when it
comes to truly listening to the needs of our
community and finding opportunities to support
them wherever possible. We were successful in
receiving a 3™ Bushfire Disaster Recovery grant as
well as a Drought Disaster Support Grant and more
Reef Clean funding to help our community keep our
beaches clean.

Our relationships with Queensland Water &
Landcarers, Landcare Australia & Yoga Australia have

been strengthened through mutually beneficial
projects and values. We once again supported
Disability Queensland at their 2019 Emu Park Beach
Day out where over 3000 school-age students
participated in activities and information sharing.

We have also become the Coordinator for the
Woppaburra TUMRA, a group we have proudly
worked with for many years.

Capricornia Catchments was successful in obtaining
a Community Gambling Benefit Fund Grant to go
towards the purchase of a 4WD.

Our work on the Mt Archer regeneration project has
been a resounding success and our partnership with
Department of Corrections and Rockhampton
Regional Council has been confirmed for another
year.

We continue to cement ourselves within our local
communities, developing proposals & delivering
projects to bring new technologies, land
management improvements, networking
opportunities and mental health resilience
opportunities to rural and regional communities
within our area.

We have also been involved in larger events such as
Tropicana with Rockhampton Regional Council,
Livingstone Shire Council’s Sustainability Expo,
overnight Marine Debris Clean-up events and a
Skate Board Park clean-up day.

Seated L-R: Ken Mason Vice
President, Leise Childs Treasurer,
Janeen Whiting Admin Officer, Kay
Baggett, Peter Baggett former
Committee Member, Donald Black
retiring Committee Member

Standing L-R: Melanie Findlay
Secretary, Wade Mann Special
Member, Jleff Krause former
Executive  Officer, John Wall
Committee Member, Michelle
McRae Chair



One of the magnificent creations following our
Middlemount Mental Health Resilience Mental Health
Therapy & Art Workshops

We are currently operating with a small, highly-
trained and dedicated staff of approx. 5FTE’s. These
are:

Shelly McArdle - Rockhampton & Yeppoon
Janeen Whiting — Rockhampton

Rachel Bycroft — Rockhampton & Yeppoon
Les Fry — Rockhampton

Marina Wall — Middlemount

Don Bambrick - Rockhampton & Yeppoon

2019-20 also saw Capricornia Catchments to say
goodbye to a few staff members:

Tiff Wyeth - Rockhampton
Olivia Healy — Rockhampton

Theo George — Rockhampton

Capricornia Catchments would not be where we are
now without the support of our members,
volunteers and committee. Although half of this
year was severely restricted in terms of Covid 19
requirements, we were able to take full advantage
using our strengths. One of which is our small size.
This meant we have been able to navigate through
this new period of pandemic management with
minimal disruption to our staff. It did mean a major
disruption to our community events and we have

adapted and forged ahead, hopefully for the
betterment of our community and organisation.

Capricornia Catchments is in the fortunate position
where we are not only a not-for-profit, but also able
to apply for contacts outside of the usual grant
funding opportunities. This has meant we are able
to bring some stability to our operations (and staff).
As with all Catchment Services projects) all goes into
funding Capricornia Catchments operations and
future projects.

Capricornia Catchments Staff and Member Group
(Birdlife Capricornia) Volunteers participating in
ACDC training through funding provided through a
Rockhampton Regional Council Grant

As an organisation, we are led by our committed,
dedicated Management Committee who are always
generous with their time, knowledge and networks
to assist our staff whenever necessary.

I thank them all for their generosity. It has been an
interesting 12 months for everyone. Their support
has very much been appreciated.

Capricornia Catchments Box trailer with new signage



On-ground projects 5 Rocks Clean-ups (Covid style)

The 2019_20 financial year saw many on-ground
projects developed with landholders and
community groups. Some highlights follow:

Mt Archer Regeneration Project

Farnborough Beach Clean-ups

i g

Before regeneration works

Volunteer Wendy Saltner with Shelly McArdle getting
ready to lend-a-hand at a Farnborough Beach Reef

After Clean clean-up.

Disability Queenland’s 2019 Beach Day Out

Blue Tiger Butterflies




Tropicana Seeing Past the Smoke - Ladies Luncheons

Capricornia Catchments’ Middlemount Project Officer
Marina Wall (centre) at the Middlemount Ladies
Luncheon

Seeing Past the Smoke Information and
Networking Workshops

Part of Capricornia Catchments’ glorious display at
Rockhampton Regional Council’s 2019 Tropicana

The Hall State School Environmental Fair

Our Senior Project Officer Shelly McArdle spreading
the good word

RURAL FIRE
SERVICE

Former Capricornia Catchment’s Project Officer Theo
George




Pandanus Dieback Information Night with Joel
Fostin — Pandanus Dieback Expert

Lyndie Scott Volunteer Community Educator QFES
(now LSC Bushfire Resilience Officer) at our Alton
Downs Workshop

Seeing Past the Smoke - Mental Health Resilience
Building Workshops

Capricornia Catchments’ Les Fry with some of our
willing volunteers

Water Hyacinth at the Rockhampton Ski Gardens in
February




Member Organisations of
Capricornia Catchments Inc

Capricornia Catchments is proud to acknowledge the
partnerships and support from over 50 member
groups which has allowed us to contribute to many
events and activities with groups in the Landcare and
wider community as well as our direct facilitation of
workshops and field days during the year in support
of sustainable communities, including sustainable
land management practices.

Our volunteers at community events and those who
offer support in our offices continued in 2019_20
and while there were numerous individuals who
assisted during the year, stand-outs were: Morgan
Ells, Wendy

Saltner, Don Bambrick, Trish Bowman, Travis
Whiting and Barb McGlinchy.

The Management Committee remains committed to
supporting members and continues to consider local
needs and advocate strongly for resources and
initiatives aimed at improving services and natural
resource management outcomes.
Group Members/Partners
e CQUniversity Australia
e Department of Agriculture and Fisheries
(DAF)
e Department of Natural Resources and Mines
(DNRM)
e Droughtmaster Stud Breeders Society
e Emu Park Community Bushcare Group
e Fitzroy Basin Association
e Fitzroy Basin Elders Committee
e Fitzroy River Water
e Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
e Gladstone Regional Council
e Greening Australia Qld
e Healthy Soils Inc.
e |saac Regional Council
e Jemena
e Livingstone Remnant Vegetation Study
Group

e Livingstone Shire Council

e Marlborough Landcare Association Inc.

e MDA Limited

e Morinish Landcare Group Inc.

e North Keppel Island Environmental
Education Centre

e Queensland Fire and Emergency Service

e Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service

e Queensland Rural Adjustment Authority
(QRAA)

e Ragland Creek Catchment Working group

e Rees R & Sydney Jones Solicitors

e Rockhampton Fruit and Vegetable Growers
Association

e Rockhampton Regional Council

e Rockhampton Australian South Sea Islander
Community Inc.

e Sunwater Ltd

e Stanwell Corporation Ltd

e Tangaroa Blue Foundation

e The Leucaena Network

e Wycarbah and District Landcare Group Inc.

e Yeppoon Fruitgrowers and Local Producers
Association

e Yeppoon Organic and Biodynamic Growers
Group

Chelsea Jarvis — Northern Australia Climate Program,
Ken Murphy long-time member and supporter of
Carpicornia Catchments and Michelle McRae Chair at
the 2019 AGM



Capricornia Catchments
Inc.

Formerly Fitzroy River and Coastal Catchments Inc,
our organisation was established on 7 January 2005
as a not for profit incorporated association.

Since then, the organisation has continued to grow
and expand its membership base to almost 1000
individual and 52 group members and now
coordinates the delivery of a range of on-ground
projects and capacity building activities across more
than 60,000 km? of Central Queensland including the
Fitzroy River and the coastal catchments of
Broadsound and the Capricorn Coast. As well, since
July 2013, we have provided services to the Three
Rivers area, Isaac, Connors and Mackenzie River
catchments and the Boyne and Calliope catchments.
The name change occurred to better represent and

temporary casual in Middlemount, Rockhampton
and Yeppoon.

2019 20 Management
Committee

Interests of Management

Committee Member Committee members

Michelle McRae (President) Landcare & Industry

Ken Mason (Vice-President) Horticulture
Melanie Findlay (Secretary) Grazing & Weeds
Leise Childs (Treasurer) Conservation
Lisa Lonsdale Agribusiness

Donald Black (ret. August 2020) Grazing & Weeds

b . fth id ; lohn Wall Grazing & Landcare
e more inclusive of the wider service area. Wade Mann sl B
During 2019_20 Capricornia Catchments employed a Christine Bell Local Govt
total of 9 people in capacities from full time to
Working With Community
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