President’s Report

(Michelle McRae)

Capricornia Catchments is all about “Taking Care of
People and Place”. Without one, the other is not as
strong. This philosophy is what guides our
organisation in the projects we work in, people we
work with and support we try to bring to our
communities.

Our staff are at the core of our organisation. During
2020-21, our staff included:

Project Officers: Carla Cherry, Katie Elder, Marina
Wall (Middlemount), Rachel Bycroft, Shelly McArdle,
Les Fry, Donald Bambrick; Admin Officer and Janeen
Whiting.

Don (March 2021), Les (November 2021), Shelly
(August 2021) and Alice Everitt a 14-week Business
Trainee (Nov 2021) have all moved on from
Capricornia Catchments. Special thanks go to Shelly
McArdle, who in her 10 years with Capricornia
Catchments helped to strengthen and create new
relationships within the Capricornia Catchments
region, particularly on the Capricorn Coast. People
& groups whom Shelly worked with often
commented on her thoughtful approach and the
empathy she displayed towards everyone. She was
with us throughout our re-building phase over the
past 3 years and her dedication and loyalty was
without question. On behalf of the Management
Committee and myself, we wish to publicly thank
her and wish her well in the future.

In April we welcomed two new Project Officers,
Katie Elder and Carla Cherry. Both bring with them a
wealth of different experiences and expertise. They
have been terrific additions to our small team.

Marina continues to maintain our Middlemount
office. During the 2020-21 year, we were funded by
AngloCoal to bring several wellness-based activities
to the Middlemount region. We had been successful
in renewing our Water Monitoring contract with DES
and in bringing Drought Relief activities to the Isaac
Regional Council area.

Our Tangaroa / ReefClean projects have continued
and have been successful in helping identify the
point-sources of debris found on our beaches, as
well as reducing the amount of rubbish found on
them

Our major projects, all centred around Disaster
Recovery have been well received in the small
regional, rural / remote communities we have
worked with. Focusing on being led by these
communities and creating activities they want to be
involved in, we are gaining a reputation for going out
of our way to ensure these small localities are
supported as well as providing support organisations
/ personnel within our region opportunities for
direct access to members within these communities.

Our partnership with Beef2021 was fantastic.
Through their support, we were able to provide
visitors with access to a tranquil, relaxing break-out
space for escaping the crowds, access to a filtered,
chilled, refillable water station, the chance for small
group and one-on-one discussions with industry
experts (including Climate experts) and the
opportunity to participate in wellness activities: both
yoga and barbed-wire art. Without the support of
Capricornia Catchments staff (and families) the
Beef2021 Committee and staff, our funders,
partners and volunteers, this would not have been
possible. To all involved, we are extremely grateful.

Our dedicated volunteer Management Committee
has once again provided myself and the organisation
with expertise and guidance. The skills and
networks each bring with them helps to shape the
direction our organisation heads in. | would like to
offer my public thanks for the support they have
given myself and our staff throughout the year and
look forward to this continuing next year.

This next year looks to be an exciting one. We have
more great Disaster Recovery-based projects
planned. Keep an eye on our (new) website,
facebook page and newsletters as well as Eventbrite
to find out when and where these are happening.



Capricornia Catchments LED Trailer Sign with AGM
notice being displayed

On-ground projects

The 2020 _21 financial year saw many on-ground
projects developed with landholders and
community groups. Some highlights follow:

ReefClean Five Rocks Beach Clean Up — April 23
to 25
Carla Cherry

The biannual ReefClean Five Rocks Clean Up was
held on the Anzac long weekend in April with Cap
Catchments staff and volunteers braving the wet
weather to camp at Five Rocks and gather as much
debris as possible from the beaches in just two days.

An amazing effort was achieved by the 17 legends
who attended the weekend, collecting just over a
half of tonne of rubbish from Five Rocks and Nine
Mile Beach. Volunteers filled 64 bags and carted
larger items back to the collection site which
included a water pod, drums, crates, plastic chairs,
milled timber and a wheelbarrow tub. Most of the
data recorded were broken hard bits of plastics
followed by bleach and cleaner bottles.

The stars of the weekend were the kids that
attended with their families, their efforts were
noteworthy and their enthusiasm to keep our
beaches clean was truly impressive. In particular,
the Cowling family collecting 20 bags of rubbish in
order to break their last recorded effort.

It was gratifying to hear feedback through social
media groups and day trippers about how clean the
beaches looked by the end of the weekend. | look

forward to our next clean up later this year in
September. If you would like to register your
interest in becoming a volunteer please contact us.

This project was made possible through the support
of ReefClean, Australian Government, Tangaroa
Blue, Capricornia Catchments and Livingstone Shire
Council.

Some of our amazing volunteers and the debris they collected
from the ReefClean Five Rocks Clean Up

Mt Morgan Ladies Luncheon — June 18

Mt Morgan Ladies Luncheon was a huge success
with a great range of guest speakers from QLD
Health, QFES, Blue Illusion and Positive Energy &
Holistic Wellness.

Claire Schmidt from Blue Illusions bringingfun and laughs to the
ladies while teaching some belly dancing moves.
This was part of our 'Seeing Past the Smoke Project’
delivering information on fire preparedness as well
as health and well-being to the community. The
ladies in Mt Morgan were very welcoming and we



had an amazing time.

The aim of these luncheons are to bring the
community together and build resilience.

This project is jointly by the Commonwealth and
State Disaster Recovery funding arrangements.

Ritamada Road Revegetation with RGS Year 9
Students

Katie Elder

Four kilometres north of Emu Park on the Central
Queensland coast is Ritamada Road and Ritamada
Outdoor Education Centre owned by the
Rockhampton Grammar School.

Ritamada being situated on the coastal zone,
provides a lot of important ecosystem services such
as storm protection, habitat/nesting for native and
migratory animals, erosion, and sediments control. It
is important that we look after these environments
and involving young people to participate in
community service projects, such as this
revegetation program, they can see that taking care
of their surroundings is essential to ensure its
longevity.

Ritamada road has an easement that extends
approximately 2km out from the gateway to
Ritamada Outdoor Education Centre and had/has a
weed problem which brought about a project
between Capricornia Catchments, Rockhampton
Grammar School & Livingstone Shire Council to
improve the area. The activities involved maintaining
the vegetation restoration previously undertaken by
year 10 RGS students in 2020 and any native
regrowth that had regrown in the area. Spreading of
mulch, planting of more native plants, watering and
weeding was also undertaken by year 9 students
with coordination from a Capricornia Catchments
project officer and Rockhampton Grammar School
student supervisors.

Capricornia Catchments was responsible for
providing PPE items (gloves, masks (non-reusable) if
required), hand tools (hand shovels, shovels, forks,
rakes, wheelbarrows) and plant markers. Livingstone
Shire Council was an important factor in this project
with the supply of native plants from their

community nursery, mulch, and access to water
from their water trailer.

Ritamada Revegetation Station

The project involved the removal of invasive weeds,
spreading a layer of mulch to reduce weed regrowth,
and the planting of native flora.

Capricornia Catchment project officers assisted in
the week prior with this project by whipper snipping
and marking out existing native flora. Livingstone
Shire Council also had the mulch delivered prior to
the project date.

Three groups of 25, year nine boys attended on
Monday 21° of June and three groups of 25, year
nine girls attended on Wednesday 23 of June,
resulting in 50 new plantings of native flora,
identifying, and marking of 10 native flora regrowth
with stakes, watering the new and existing plants,
the spreading of 4 mulch piles, weeding of plants
such as Leucaena, siratro, lantana, rubber vine and
passionflower weed.

This project was undertaken by the year 9 RGS
students in combination with other events prepared
at their Outdoor Centre such as navigating their high
ropes courses to build resilience, self-belief, and
teamwork. In the future we are hoping to be able to
maintain the area with watering of the new plants,
poisoning/burning of the bigger weeds and whipper
snipping the area to allow the native flora to become
established and the area to become a sense of pride
for the students involved.

The Ritamada road easement still has approximately
700mt of area that is affected by weed overgrowth



and hopefully can be managed with future
revegetation programs such as this one.

This project is jointly funded by Rockhampton Grammar
School, Livingstone Shire Council and Capricornia
Catchments.
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RGS ear 9 girls

Dear Katie

Please accept our thanks and appreciation for the
assistance you and your team gave to maintaining
and extending the current re-veg project along
Ritamada Road last term with our Year 9 students
and staff. Our six different teams all learnt much
from the opportunity and also from hearing about
your life’s journey transitioning into the passion you
have for the current work you are doing. The
students and staff found this to be an additional
inspiration to the project.

The project was well resourced, set out and the
equipment appropriately, was a safe space for our

student to learn and work and the COVID safe work
area you coordinated was also very well done. The
donation in kind from Livingstone Shire of mulch,
trees and other help was valued and | can only begin
to imagine the nature of the work you and your team
would have had to do to ensure the project was all
‘good to go’.

We look forward to working in with Cap Catch and
yourself again on an annual basis to continue to
maintain and ensure the current project as well as
extend and deepen the restorative work in our area.

Please pass our thanks on to your wider team and
Livingstone Shire. From Sam and myself and of
course the Year 9 students, staff and RGS team, we

say thank you @
Regards

Damien

Isaac River Water Quality Monitoring
Marina Wall

Assessments of waterway health have been undertaken
and reported in various regions across Queensland.
Many of these are multi-disciplinary partnerships
involving government, regional NRM bodies, science
providers, industry, community and other parties. For a
number of these areas, results are expressed as report
cards.

Capricornia Catchments are continuing to provide
water samples from the Isaac River (at the bridge on
the May Downs road) to the Department of
Environment and Science (DES). The Queensland
Government undertakes water monitoring for a
number of reasons including: providing information to
government for policy and investment decision-making;
to underpin natural resource management decisions by
government and stakeholders; to assess environmental
impacts; and to educate and inform stakeholders and
the community.

Monitoring is also conducted by local government,
industry, regional NRM bodies and community groups.
Many of these organisations collect valuable
information on the condition of Queensland waters
that complements Queensland Government
monitoring.



The Monitoring and Sampling Manual 2018 is the
main document to determine the protocols when
monitoring is required under the Environmental
Protection Act 1994 and Environmental Protection
Regulation 2019. It provides the common
techniques, methods and standards for sample
collection, handling, quality assurance and control,
custodianship and data management for use by
Queensland Government agencies, relevant persons
and other organisations.

The monitoring and sampling manual will help
ensure that monitoring data available to all
stakeholders is consistent and scientifically accurate.
The data will help users assess the condition of
Queensland waters and trends in water health. This
is aimed at ensuring the aquatic environment can be
managed for sustainable development and aquatic
ecosystem health.

The primary goal of water sampling is to observe and
measure how water quality changes over time.
Components addressed in waterway assessments
can include water quality (e.g. nutrients, sediments,
water clarity), habitat (e.g. coral, seagrass, riparian),
and socio-economic indicators, depending on the
assessment.

Water quality monitoring data is available from the
following Queensland government web pages:

e Water monitoring and data

e Ambient estuarine water quality monitoring
data - 1993 to 2013

e Ambient estuarine water quality monitoring
data (includes near real-time sites) - 2012 to

present day
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Mt Archer Regeneration Project

After

Five Rocks Clean-ups (Covid style)

Apr 2021 Five Rocks Clean-up


https://environment.des.qld.gov.au/management/water/quality-guidelines/sampling-manual
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/water/quality/monitoring
https://data.qld.gov.au/dataset/ambient-estuarine-water-quality-monitoring-data-1993-to-2013
https://data.qld.gov.au/dataset/ambient-estuarine-water-quality-monitoring-data-1993-to-2013
https://data.qld.gov.au/dataset/ambient-estuarine-water-quality-monitoring-data-near-real-time-sites-2012-to-present-day
https://data.qld.gov.au/dataset/ambient-estuarine-water-quality-monitoring-data-near-real-time-sites-2012-to-present-day
https://data.qld.gov.au/dataset/ambient-estuarine-water-quality-monitoring-data-near-real-time-sites-2012-to-present-day

ReefClean Clean-ups

For more information visit

www.livingstone.qld.gov.au
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13 Mar 2021 Byfield Bushfire Property Planning workshop

6 Dec 2020 Keppel Bay Cleanup

Disaster Recovery Activities

: 22 May 2021 Emu Park Sandy Krak Festival
24 Sept 2020 YSS Junior Landcare members butterfly garden



4 Jun 2021 Calliope Ladies Luncheon

12 Jun 2021 St Lawrence Wetlands Weekend

}JV

(@pricornia
Gatchments
0

| 'AKING CARE

8 OF PEOPLE |
¢ VT

17 Mar 2021 Mt Morgan Yoga and Art




10 Apr 2021 Wycarbah Disaster Recovery & Resilience

Member Organisations of
Capricornia Catchments Inc

Capricornia Catchments is proud to acknowledge the
partnerships and support from over 50 member
groups which has allowed us to contribute to many
events and activities with groups in the Landcare and
wider community as well as our direct facilitation of
workshops and field days during the year in support
of sustainable communities, including sustainable
land management practices.

Thank you to all our volunteers at Beef Week 2021
and the beach clean-ups for your support to make
these events so successful.

18-20 Jun 2021 Clarke Creek Dysart Middlemount Wellness Days

Causeway Art installation

Jun Causeway Art installation unveil Reefclean

The Management Committee remains committed to
supporting members and continues to consider local
needs and advocate strongly for resources and
initiatives aimed at improving services and natural
resource management outcomes.

Group Members/Partners
e Agforce Rockhampton Branch
e Australian Brahman Breeders Association Ltd.
e Australian Braford Society Inc
e Bajool Marmor District Ratepayers
e Birdlife Capricornia
e Capricorn Branch, Wildlife Preservation
Society of Qld
e (Capricorn Caves
e Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc.
e Capricorn Conservation Council



Capricorn Pest Management Group
Capricorn Enterprise

Charbray Society of Australia

Conservation Volunteers

CQ Offroad Club

CQUniversity Australia

Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF)
Department of Resources

Droughtmaster Stud Breeders Society

Emu Park Community Bushcare Group
Fitzroy Basin Association

Fitzroy River Fish Stocking Association
Fitzroy River Water

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Gladstone Regional Council

Greening Australia Qld (Inc)

Healthy Soils Inc.

Isaac Regional Council

Jemena

Keppel Coast Girl Guides

Livingstone Remnant Vegetation Study Group
Livingstone Shire Council

Marlborough Landcare Association Inc.
MDA Limited

Morinish Landcare Group Inc.

North Keppel Island Environmental Education
Centre

Queensland Fire and Emergency Service
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service
Queensland Rural and Industry Development
Authority (QRIDA)

Rees R & Sydney Jones Solicitors

Resource Consulting Services Pty Ltd
Rockhampton Regional Council
Rockhampton Australian South Sea Islander
Community Inc.

Stanwell Corporation Ltd

Sunwater Ltd

Tangaroa Blue Foundation

The Leucaena Network

Woycarbah and District Landcare Group Inc.
Yeppoon Fruitgrowers and Local Producers
Association

Yeppoon Organic and Biodynamic Growers
Group

Capricornia Catchments
Inc.

Formerly Fitzroy River and Coastal Catchments Inc,
our organisation was established on 7 January 2005
as a not-for-profit incorporated association.

Since then, the organisation has continued to grow
and expand its membership base to almost 1000
individual and 48 group members. Capricornia
Catchments now coordinates the delivery of a range
of on-ground projects, activities and fee for service
contracts across more than 80,000 km? of Central
Queensland including the Fitzroy River, coastal
catchments of the Broadsound & the Capricorn
Coast, the Three Rivers catchment area (lsaac,
Connors and Mackenzie Rivers), Boyne and Calliope
Rivers’ catchments.

During 2020_21 Capricornia Catchments employed a
total of 7 people in capacities from full time to
temporary casual in Middlemount, Rockhampton
and Yeppoon (5FTE).

2020_21 Management
Committee

Interests of Management

Committee Member Committee members

Michelle McRae (President)

Ken Mason (Vice-President)
Melanie Findlay (Secretary)

Leise Childs (Treasurer)

Lisa Lonsdale

leff Mills

Donald Black (ret. August 2020)
lohn Wall

Roger Searl

Peter MacCallum

Wade Mann

Landcare & Industry
Horticulture
Business & Legal
Conservation
Agribusiness
Grazing

Grazing & Weeds
Grazing & Landcare
Education

Local Govt, pest mgt.

Cultural Heritage




Working with the Community
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