President’s Report

(Michelle McRae)

Throughout the 2018/2019 financial year, our
organisation has been undergoing a rebuilding,
restoring, resilience building process. The
dissolution of the regional partnership during the
2017/2018 financial year (former member
organisations were: Capricornia Catchments,
CHRRUP, DCCA and FBA), triggered dramatic funding
and organisational changes.

Capricornia Catchments has consolidated where
possible, focusing on our strengths. These are our
people and our members. What we do well is
supporting our community. We listen to what our
members and our community needs and we work
out ways to support them any way we can.
Imbedding all that we do in community, building
relationships and projects from the ground up,
tailoring initiatives specifically to the needs of that
community. Our small size means we are flexible
enough to adapt to changing funding and
community needs, quickly, effectively and
economically. We also gather information from our
members (concerns, interests, etc.) and lobby
industry and governments on their behalf, making
sure our members have a voice and seeking
opportunities to do things differently if needed.

A decreased operational budget in 2018-2019 has
necessitated Capricornia Catchments become (even)
smarter with less, something our small business and
primary producer members are only too familiar
with. We are currently operating with a small but
mighty staff of approx. 2FTE. These are:

Shelly McArdle - Rockhampton & Yeppoon
Tiff Wyeth - Rockhampton

Les Fry — Rockhampton

Marina Wall — Middlemount

Olivia Healy — Rockhampton

Michelle McRae - Rockhampton

Our management committee and staff have
reviewed and reduced expenses where possible.

Significantly, our office move to 100 George Street
has reduced our rental cost by about a third and in
moving, we have updated IT and communications
systems making accessing our information easier,
more cost effective and more mobile. The next step
for this project is to update our website, which is
long overdue. We are currently looking at sourcing
funding to help alleviate this cost.

Our fee-for-service business, Catchment Services,
has had 2 significant contracts during this period,
and the profit from these (as with all Catchment
Services projects) all goes into funding Capricornia
Catchments operations and future projects.

Towards the end of the 2018/19 Financial Year, we
received notice that our project application “Seeing
Past the Smoke” was successful under the
Commonwealth/State Disaster Recovery Funding
Arrangements. This project, alongside our
partnership with Tangaroa Blue - Marine Debris Reef
Clean initiative are two of our major funding projects
taking Capricornia into the 2019-2020 year.

As an organisation, we are led by our committed,
dedicated Management Committee who are always
generous with their time, knowledge and networks
to assist our staff whenever necessary.

| thank them all for their generosity. It has been a
tough 12-18 months for a number of reasons and
their support has very much been appreciated.




Lastly: To Jeff Krause. A special mention. He was a
perfect fit for the role of Exec Officer when he first
began back in 2010. His knowledge of our region
and its small communities, his understanding of the
importance & necessity for communities to not just
feel supported, but actually being supported, flowed
through his every decision, phone call & chat that he
had over the many years during which he was at our
helm. What our member’s might not realise is that
he did so, often in his own time / on a voluntary
basis, such was his belief in our organisation. |, our
committee and staff, both present and past, will be
forever grateful to Jeff for his integrity, patience and
empathy that he gave freely while in his position as
Capricornia Catchments’ Executive Officer.

On-ground projects

The 2018/19 financial year saw many on-ground
projects developed with landholders and
community groups. Some highlights follow:

An event that was hosted by the Capricorn Branch of
the Wildlife Preservation Society and Capricornia
Catchments, supported by Livingstone Shire Council.
The Mangrove Discovery Day attracted around 60
people including lots of young families that came
together in a celebration of the Ross Creek
mangrove ecosystem. Groups that contributed to
the day included Capricorn Coast Landcare, The Ross
Creek Inlet Association, The Department of
Environment and Heritage Protection and the Fitzroy
Basin Association.

Participants were able to discover more about our
local mangrove system and all the creatures that rely
on it for survival, flying foxes and how vital they are
to our local ecosystem and more.

The activities included a flying fox presentation; kids’
activities, guided mangrove walks, Croc Wise
information, a basket-weaving workshop and cast
net throwing competition.
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Special thanks to Edwina Mullany for donating her
time to share her weed vine basket weaving skills

The fourth annual Friends of Lammermoor Native
Gardens Butterfly Discovery Day saw several groups
come together to create a wonderful family event,
that attracted around 170 people and focused on
the local butterflies that make the gardens home.
Local community groups including Capricornia
Catchments, Fitzroy Basin Association (FBA), Native
Plants Capricornia, The Wildlife Preservation Society




of Queensland, Capricorn Coast Landcare, and
Capricorn Coast Uniting Church joined forces to
celebrate the gardens.
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The group was able, with the support of FBA, to
bring Butterfly Expert and Guest Speaker Adjunct
Professor Peter Valentine down from Cairns to share
his knowledge with attendees.

e

FOLNG member Gary Kunst said “it’s a fantastic day
for families and children to learn and enjoy the
native gardens and we couldn’t be more happy with
the interest we have received. It goes to show how
important these areas of natural bushland are to
community members.”

The event was supported by Livingstone Shire
Council and Fitzroy Basin Association through the
Australian Government’s National Landcare Program

Keppel Island Boardwalk Project M: 019

The Great Keppel Island Boardwalk Restoration
Project, carried out in May this year, was a
collaborative effort between Capricornia
Catchments, Landcare Australia & Bunnings.

It brought over 30 young volunteers, workers from
lob’s Queensland, the Woppaburra Elders,
GenYadaba and Intrepid Landcare all contributing to
what was an amazing experience.

Job’s Queensland Trainees were working hard on the
mainland to pre-construct the palletised
components of the boardwalk two weeks before the
main construction event with volunteers. This
activity was vital to the success of the project.
Weather challenges made it necessary for us to call
in some favours. Along with Marine Parks the crew
from Keppel Barge came to the rescue, offering their
loader and barge free of charge. It was a spectacle to
see barges running back and forth passing midway in
Keppel Bay.
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The Jobs Qld crew were first on Great Keppel Island,
preparing the site by laying some temporary fencing
to direct foot traffic away from the Aboriginal
Midden while demolition of the original boardwalk
began. Soon to be replaced with the preconstructed

hardwood pallets, built to last the harsh conditions.

The volunteers & co. made their way to Monkey
Beach upon Freedom Fast Cats, dropped directly on
the beach with boots and gloves in hands. Working
alongside trades people from Bunnings and the
Woppaburra Elders, there were skills being shared
and stories told of the site’s cultural importance.

“What | found amazing was the kindness and
community spirit” Maree McGarrigle, a 27-year-old
Rockhampton resident said. “to be honest, it was
quite overwhelming, but it was also a wonderful
cultural experience.” “At night it was incredible, we



had this traditional smoking ceremony with the
Woppaburra People and that was really touching”

Uncle Bob, a Woppé.burra Elder, shared stories of
the island with the volunteers. Often pointing out
native trees and their uses in Woppaburra Culture.
“It was an extremely enjoyable learning experience”
Maree said, “It was really great how thorough and
patient the Bunnings tradesmen were, and they
were so willing to teach us”.

There was a small section of the boardwalk yet to be
completed when the volunteers vacated the island.

Uncle Bob’s son, Robert, has put the finishing
touches on the Boardwalk. Be sure to have a hike
over Monkey Beach to enjoy this project, which will
last for years to come.

This year’s Climate Week was held at The Hub in
Yeppoon, showcasing local growers that are based in
Livingstone.

Local organisations and businesses including
Capricorn Coast Landcare Group Inc, Capricornia
Catchments, Livingstone Shire Council, Queensland
Water and Land Carers and Groves Grown Tropical

Fruit have teamed up with Council to deliver the
event.

The community were able to learn about Livingstone
Shire Council's Coastal Hazard Adaption Strategy
project, sample produce from Livingstone's local
growers and check out the hybrid cars on show from
lan Weigh Toyota.

Part of event focused on Hahitat Stepping Stones —
an initiative that invites people to sign up to create
more wildlife friendly gardens by planting food trees,
providing water, installing nest boxes and perhaps a
hollow log or two to provide much needed shelter
for animals that might be displaced in our urban

areas.

ReefClean which is funded by the Australian
Government’s Reef Trust and delivered by Tangaroa
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Blue Foundations along with a number of partner
organisations, has seen an increase in activity

around beach clean-ups, marine debris data



collection and source reduction activities with
several events rolled out this year.

s hese
events have attracted good numbers with
community stewardship starting to build which is
fantastic to see.

Regional areas that were affected by recent wildfires
are set to benefit due to the recent success of a day
aimed at mental health resilience, mindfulness, yoga
therapy and art in small centres around Central
Queensland.

A series of workshops will take place over four Local
Government areas including Livingstone, Isaac,
Rockhampton and Gladstone. These workshops will
combine fire disaster preparedness around fuel
reduction, ohs, putting in and maintaining fire
breaks etc in one workshop and another workshop
will follow based on mental resilience techniques,
including yoga and art therapy (you can choose to do
one or the other or both) These workshops are
funded through the Commonwealth/State Disaster

Recovery Funding with the aim to support recovery
and to build resilience.

We will be working with several local & state
departments, and community groups including
Councils, Rural Fire Brigades, QFES and the Fitzroy
Basin Association to deliver the project that will go
through to mid 2020.

The volunteer-based network known of beach
monitors across the Capricorn and Curtis Coasts are
referred to as ‘Team Turtle CQ’. The Fitzroy Basin
Association’ initiative is made up of 54 volunteers
who are mobilised in October every year, walking
their designated beach to identify and record turtle
tracks, nests and hatchlings. The figures recorded
are then entered into an FBA database, further

populated every season. In time, verifiable trends
and patterns in marine turtle nesting and emergence
across our local coasts will be revealed.

The initiative is growing from success to success,
with FBA this year securing funding from the Great
Barrier Reef Foundation through the Australian
Government’s Reef Trust to implement behaviour
change strategies to protect marine turtle
populations.

This funding was then leveraged, with FBA
successfully securing funding from the Queensland
Government’s Department of Environment and
Science to deliver fox predation control along CQ
coastlines. More: https://www.fba.org.au/team-
turtle-cg-success/




Member Organisations of
Capricornia Catchments Inc

Capricornia Catchments is proud to acknowledge the
partnerships and support from over 50 member
groups which has allowed us to contribute to many
events and activities with groups in the Landcare and
wider community as well as our direct facilitation of
workshops and field days during the year in support
of sustainable communities, including sustainable
land management practices.

Our volunteers at community events and those who
offer support in our offices continued in 2018/19
and while there were numerous individuals who
assisted during the year, a particular mention is
made of Morgan Ells and Camille Conway in
Rockhampton and Yeppoon, and Kim Price for his
support in the Calliope area. Our gratitude is also
extended to ongoing volunteers for their
contributions.

The Management Committee remains committed to
supporting members and continues to consider local
needs and advocate strongly for resources and
initiatives aimed at improving services and natural
resource management outcomes.
Group Members/Partners

e CQUniversity Australia

e Department of Agriculture and Fisheries

(DAF)
e Department of Natural Resources and Mines
(DNRM)

e Droughtmaster Stud Breeders Society

e Emu Park Community Bushcare Group

e Fitzroy Basin Association

e Fitzroy Basin Elders Committee

e Fitzroy River Water

e Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

e Gladstone Regional Council

e Greening Australia Qld

e Healthy Soils Inc.

e |saac Regional Council

e Jemena

e Livingstone Remnant Vegetation Study
Group
e Livingstone Shire Council

e Marlborough Landcare Association Inc.

¢ MDA Limited

e Morinish Landcare Group Inc.

e North Keppel Island Environmental
Education Centre

e Queensland Fire and Emergency Service

e Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service

e Queensland Rural Adjustment Authority
(QRAA)

e Ragland Creek Catchment Working group

e Rees R & Sydney Jones Solicitors

e Rockhampton Fruit and Vegetable Growers
Association

e Rockhampton Regional Council

e Rockhampton Australian South Sea Islander
Community Inc.

e Sunwater Ltd

e Stanwell Corporation Ltd

e Tangaroa Blue Foundation

e The Leucaena Network

e  Woycarbah and District Landcare Group Inc.

e Yeppoon Fruitgrowers and Local Producers
Association

e Yeppoon Organic and Biodynamic Growers
Group

Capricornia Catchments
Inc.

Formerly Fitzroy River and Coastal Catchments Inc,
our organisation was established on 7 January 2005
as a not for profit incorporated association. For over
two years prior, the catchment group operated as a
sub-committee of the Fitzroy Basin Association and
during this time received tremendous stakeholder
support and input to develop a natural resource
management plan.



Since then, the organisation has continued to grow
and expand its membership base to over 900
individual and 52 group members and now
coordinates the delivery of a range of on-ground
projects and capacity building activities across more
than 60,000 km? of Central Queensland including the
Fitzroy River and the coastal catchments of
Broadsound and the Capricorn Coast. As well, since
July 2013, we have provided services to the Three
Rivers area, Isaac, Connors and Mackenzie River
catchments and the Boyne and Calliope catchments.
The name change occurred to better represent and
be more inclusive of the wider service area.

During 2018/19 Capricornia Catchments employed
10 people in part-time, temporary and casual
capacities in Middlemount, Rockhampton and
Yeppoon.

2018/2019 Management
Committee

Interests of Management

Commitiea Merier Committee members

Michelle McRae (President)

Landcare & Industry

Ken Mason (Vice-President) Horticulture
Melanie Findlay (Secretary) Grazing & Weeds
Leise Childs (Treasurer) Conservation

Sarah Becker Finance

Donald Black Grazing & Weeds
lohn Wall Grazing & Landcare
Wade Mann Cultural Heritage
Christine Bell Local Govt

Working With Community

> X ¢

Sunwater :"‘« mslune.CaAs-l-

|

=

BHA

- . A ’ﬁé-‘\: bah & P Loand .. ef
Capricornia __Ca\tch/n@t's INC. MN o
EIWa LC 2'\,{;{}“ hﬁﬂfes Dopdeoretuia Ntk Kpel o Greening| Australia

7 Queensland
Government

ISAAC s

1 {

GLADSTONE
REGIONAL COUNCIL REGIONAL COUNG Regional iCouncil
T -
Landcare « Livingstone : i
Australia SHIRE COUNCIL ‘ Grampnar Scheod
ey GEpwatE> =2

mia

@
I KIEAT & LIVESTOLK AUSTRALIA
NYERNATIOWAL
RiverFoundation
vhy
growcom

A
birdlife

Australian Government

"B
\-..;‘%\greenco la

SURFRIDER ez

FOUNDATION

Austenling I‘..ournmfnl
" (-ed hmcr Reed
hority

stary \xll

and

BEEFE2013}

SUSDIY B AMRY - EATURIY £2 B2y

g.



)V( Capricornia Catchments

Capriws s Membership Application

NEW MEMBER RENEW: UPDATE MY DETAILS

D Fitzroy & Capricorn Coast D Boyne Calliope D Three Rivers

Please tick the relevant section below:

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP (NOT entitled to vote)

Name; s s s Residential Address: «vammsmimmmm s s e s
Ty I o = PP P TP PP VPP
Phione/Numbier usesmasmasmommsnrimssas. ' Mobil:NOmber swuwsmmommmemsasinmmesmsowanmsaarsusmiss
EMIAIE .ccm it st s st st A e S D S A e B S

SIGNEUTET w vos s srsimm s s s e B

Individual Junior Member (for schools or people under 18 years) Complete section above.

..........

Parent/Guardian Signature: ..........cocoiiiiii Date: oo
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GROUP MEMBERSHIP  (An approved Group is entitled to ONE vote.)

The representative acts as the contact person and is entifled to cast a vote on behalf of their group. A Group may consist of people
with a common interest, a community based organisation, local government authority or state government agency.

Name of Representative: ..., SIgNature: e

Residential AdArESE oo vmm sivmsmi s e s e o e e e R i e s v e S S e oo A

Phone Number: ............ooocoei i Mobile NUMBEE: i i

Postal ATAIBSE! o s s EMail e s as s e O

Nameiof Nominating Group/OrYBMISBION: o smmmpoms s s b s e s e R S5 A TS S s

Name of Authorised Officer: .........ooeviiiie e, SIgNatUure: ..o

POSION oo s s s e S B S T R L DEIE! suvmmmmsre s e S S SR
D Facebook D Quarterly newsletter D Email updates

*Please indicate below if you DO NOT wish to receive invitations to events and field days.”
The information in this application is for the sole use of Capricornia Catchments and will not be for public distribution or viewing.

D Do not include me on your event mailing list

Please return this form (signed) to Capricornia Catchments Inc. at 100 George Street, ROCKHAMPTON Q 4700




